
Immanuel's Lighted Path

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

FAMILY CRAFT DAY

D E C E M B E R  1 4 -  2 P M  

 

YOUTH GROUP WRAP A THON

DECEMBER 15

B E G I N N I N G  A T  1 1 A M

TOWNSEND TREE LIGHTING & CAROLING

D E C E M B E R  8 -  4 : 3 0 P M

T O W N S E N D  P A R K

 

 

M E N ' S  C H I L I  C O O K  O F F  

J A N U A R Y  2 6 -  5 P M

Winter 2019

First Sunday of Advent
December 1      11am

Casual Christmas Eve Service
5pm

Our annual early evening service allows families with

younger children to celebrate Jesus early enough to

allow them to get enough sleep so they can be prepared

for the big day. We will have hot chocolate and

refreshments in a small party atmosphere for Jesus’ birth.

Traditional Christmas Eve Service
11pm

Join us as we prepare for a season of 

Hope, Love, Joy and Peace

Christmas Eve

This traditional Christmas Eve, Candlelight, Carol and

Communion service is a great way to celebrate the

holiday as we sing the classics and hear the story of

the birth of the child who changed the world forever.

Blue Christmas Service
December 15      5pm

The holidays can be difficult. During a time when people

expect you to be merry and bright, the grief, loneliness

and sadness in our lives does not just disappear. We

hope you'll join us for this service of healing and peace

to help soothe your soul.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

T U E S D A Y S - B E G I N N I N G  N O V .  2 6

4 P M



One of the things that we do during Advent or in preparation for Christmas is that we do a lot of cleaning.
I grew up in one of those households where mom made us put a spit shine on the house before one
decoration went up?  My brothers and sisters were issued brooms, mops and cleaning rags and ordered
to get to work. I can remember that we even had to wash the windows with vinegar and water, only to
put on that thick pasty snow. Mom was determined; “you don’t decorate over top of something that has
not been cleaned.” Only after the “pine sol lady” had her way, could we begin to put up the tree and all
the fancy decorations? You can’t just put decorations over top of a life that has not been cleansed.
 
Advent reminds us that we need to clean up our spiritual lives. We have to prepare. Get yourself ready.
John the Baptist was a voice crying in the wilderness that something different was about to happen. He
was a voice crying that the old way had to go behind them and there was something wonderful on the
horizon. You could not meet this wonderful thing with a life that was not clean.  
 
Jesus is about to break through with something new for us and we need to be ready! It’s time to prepare
for God’s Advent. We must let go of the things that we have held on to in the past and admit that we
have made mistakes. Repent means to turn and start a new way.  This is why erasers were invented. 
We wipe up the spills from setbacks. Smooth out our disappointments. Pack up our broken dreams and
promises.  Repentance is good news because we can turn to seek a new life.
 
There is a new day ahead of us if we just get ready for it. Lift up your head, wipe the tears from your
eyes, say goodbye to yesterday. Kiss your old task master of sin farewell. It doesn’t have claim over us
any more. We can be renewed in our mind and in spirit. The baptism of repentance can wash away all
that has kept us feeling low and left out. 
 
The moment that we face up to what as to go in your life, God can make a way for the miracle to come.
The miracle is the incarnate Christ who came to life. God comes to us in flesh and blood, just life us.
During this Advent Season we proclaim to you that a savior is coming into the world and we must get
ready.
 
“A voice cries out: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together…” (Isaiah 40:3-5)

Rev. Grant L. Johnson

BEFORE THE DECORATIONS



7pm
Free Admission 

Christmas Flowers
Christmas flowers in honor or memory of loved ones should be at the church

by Saturday, December 21 by 11am. 

On December 8 at 4:30pm we will be joining the Town of Townsend for a

Christmas Caroling Tree Lighting ceremony at the Townsend Park (just inside

Townsend Village). The Town has asked us to lead the singing once again, and

we hope that everyone will come out and join us. We're very excited to have the

Appoquinimink High School Brass Ensemble joining us. 

 

We will also be providing snacks and beverages for the event. If you would like

donate cookies please have them at the church by Noon on December 8 or

bring then directly to the caroling event! 

Dedications for inclusion in the Christmas bulletin should be sent to Sue Clark

by Thursday, December 19 Please send dedications to sclark@udel.edu

 

This is a great way to remember and honor loved ones, while making our

sanctuary beautiful for Christmas.

Town of Townsend Caroling & Tree Lighting



YOUTH GROUP WRAP-A-THON
Bring your unwrapped gifts to the church on December 15 and let the

youth prepare them for the tree!  We offer this as a service to the

church and ask that you give a donation if you wish to help the youth

with their upcoming events, including the Youth Rally. Thanks in

advance for your kindness

Immanuel Youth are making plans and are getting ready to attend the

2019 Youth Rally in January. About a dozen youth plus their chaperones

are excited about this annual event that features tremendous bands,

great speakers and wonderful worship. Please be in prayer that each

participant will grow closer to God as we let the Word inspire us.



Neighborhood House has asked us to help bring joy to a family in need this

Christmas. This is the time to celebrate the birth of our Savior and the joy that

comes with giving. Gift information for a family of 6 is on a table at the back of

the sanctuary. Please bring your gifts, wrapped and with the persons name on

it, to church by Dec 15.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity. If you have

any question please contact, Tish Borchardt

Begins November 26 

4pm



We are partnering with Asbury UMC in Smyrna to provide Code Purple assistance to over

40 homeless people in the area.

 

As part of that ministry, they are requesting the following items:

45 Gallon Trash Bags

Napkins

Bowls

3 Prong Folders-Large

Paper Towels

Bottled Water

Plates

Toilet Paper

Spoons/Forks

Totes

igloo Container For Mixing Drinks

In addition, we are helping with staffing the shelter on the first week of each month.

The dates, if you can help, are Dec. 9 to 15, Jan. 6-12, Feb. 10-16, Mar. 9-15, 4:30 to

9:30. There are 3 areas needing help: Setting up beds, Registration, and Meals.  They

would like us to completely handle the 4:30-9:30 of some of these days.

 If you are interested in helping with this ministry, see Tish Borchardt.



Beginning in 2020 the United Methodist Men
will begin holding their monthly business

meetings and breakfast on the 3rd Saturday
of each month at the Friendly's in

Middletown.  We hope you'll join us for Faith,
Food & Fellowship. 

 
All men are welcome to join!

The 3M's group served a dinner at the First
Baptist Church on 11/9.  We will be going out for

our Christmas get together in December.  In
addition, the 3M's recently bought a new copier

for the Church and paid for the first service
contract.

If you are interested in helping out, please see
Kay Heinold.   

 
We are a missions group.  We serve dinners
throughout the year for various groups for our

fundraisers.  We support a missionary and also
purchase items needed for the Church and the

kitchen.

As of this Friday morning, November 22, 2019, the parsonage is officially for rent! The sign went up
this morning. This is made possible through a lot of work, time and team work from all the trustees.

Facing the daunting task of cleaning and updating the house after the June flood, we worked
together and spent a considerable amount of time at the parsonage to get it in a condition suitable to

rent. 
 

The other huge upcoming project is the repair of the bell and the bell housing. Several trustees have
bravely gone into the steeple to inspect the condition of the bell. We are in contact with a company

in New Jersey who will come and inspect the bell and give us an estimate on all the needed repairs.
This is going to be a very expensive project, but one we feel is important to maintain the history of
the church. A preliminary estimate of the work is over $10,000.  The work will probably not begin

until spring. After that is completed, we will repair the spindles and rail around the bell. 
 

The ramp has been repaired and almost completely redone. As weather permits we will seal the
ramp.



Amazon has a way  for you to contribute to Immanuel UMC, through its Amazon Smile program. Just login

at www.smile.amazon.com and select Immanuel Townsend as your charity and a portion of your sale will be

directed back to us. The best part is it doesn’t cost you anymore, yet the church gets a bit of the profit. It

sounds like a win-win, so while you do your Christmas shopping, please don’t forget to send a smile our way

As December 31st quickly approaches, please consider these important reminders 

regarding giving to Immanuel:

 

Contributions to Immanuel United Methodist Church are tax deductible as allowed by law.

 

IRS rules recognize a contribution on the day of delivery. 

For contributions to be deductible for 2018, they must:

Immanuel has entered a new era: the age of anytime, anywhere giving. We are now

signed up with Givelify, the mobile giving app for places of worship and charities.

 

Make your offerings, tithes, and gifts to special envelopes right from the palm of your

hand. You can give to Immanuel wherever you are. Make us your home place of worship

for quick one-tap access.

DONATE

Be Postmarked By

December 31, 2019 and mailed to

PO Box 60, Townsend DE 19734

Be Given As Offering By

December 31, 2019

Be Donated Online at

www.immanueltownsend.com

before Midnight December 31, 2019



Church  Leadership

Who's Who Beginning January 1, 2020

CHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council Chairpersons: Joy & Mark McDonald

Lay Leader: Tish Borchardt
Ministries Coordinator: Jenny Trunfio

Finance Chair: Bill Ruschetti
Trustee Chair Neal Messick
Treasurer : Carolyn Hamby

Lay Member to Conference: Grace Gates
Nominations Vice Chair: John Lockerman

Pastor Parish Relations: Larry Trunfio
Youth Members: Matthew Trunfio, Taylor Maffett

Young Adult Member:  Frankie LoRusso
Membership Secretary: Chris Benedict

Council Secretary: Katrina Nichols 
Member At Large: Bill Croll

 
NURTURING MINISTRIES

Children's Education: Terri BIggs
Higher Education: Martha Masters

SAFE (Safe Sanctuary): Heather LoRusso
Stewardship: Fred Robinson

Worship/Altar Guild: Ginny Poore
Youth Coordinators: Carol Boyd & Jenny Trunfio

Publicity Coordinator: Kelly Ramey
Historian: Debbie Edwards

After Communion: Betty Allen
Nursery Director:  Laurie Poore

Media & Communication: Sarah Culler
Hospitality Coordinator: Grace Gates

Visitation/Shepherding Program Fred Robinson
United Methodist Women: Jenny Trunfio,

United Methodist Men: Stoney Sarver
 

 OUTREACH MINISTRY
Missions: John Derrickson

Evangelism Chair: Martha Masters
 

 PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS
Chairperson: Larry Trunfio

Members: 
June Stover, Lisa Davis, Chuck Benedict,

Martha Masters, Laurie Poore

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
Lay Leader: Tish Borchardt

 Vice Chair: John Lockerman
Members: Frank LoRusso, Sue Clark, Connie Maslin,

Ginny Poore, Lisa Davis, John Lockerman
 

TRUSTEES
Chair: Neil Messick

Members: Kay Heinold,  Stoney Sarver Chuck Benedict, 
Sue Clark, Martha Masters June Stover, 

Frank LoRusso, Shawn Gagnon
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Finance  Chair: Bill Ruschetti
Treasurer: Carolyn Hamby

 Church Council Chairs: Joy & Mark McDonald
Lay Leader: Tish Borchardt 

Lay Member to Conference: Grace Gates
Financial Secretaries Ruth Blackiston, Ginny Poore

Auditor: Vicki Taylor
Trustee Treasurer: Martha Masters

3 M’s Treasurer Tish Borchardt
UMW Treasurer Dawn Fluman

UMM Treasurer Chuck Benedict
 

Finance Committee Members: 
John Derrickson, Carrie Reynolds, Elaine Rabb, 

Kay Heinold, Terri Biggs, Sharon Armstrong, Carrie Maffett, 
Jean Stoddard, Tish Borchardt, 
Ruth Blackiston, Ginny Poore


